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CatholicSchoolsWeek Advertising supplement

The Federation of Catholic Teachers 
supporting teachers’ commitment to educating 

children and fostering the Catholic faith 
T

eaching is a calling. Making 

the commitment to spend your 

life helping children develop 

intellectually, socially and 

civically requires a willingness to invest 

in the future and believe in students from 

all walks of life. Being a Catholic school 

teacher is an even more profound calling, 

because it adds the responsibility, among 

all the other responsibilities that teachers 

commit to, of helping students with their 

spiritual development. 

“Catholic school teachers are incred-

ibly dedicated,” says Julia Pignataro, 

president of the Federation of Catholic 

Teachers. “It’s a culture of service; they 

participate in extra activities for the stu-

dents, from sports to the arts. The Fed-

eration of Catholic Teachers proudly rep-

resents Catholic school teachers across 

the Archdiocese of New York.” 

The Federation of Catholic Teachers, 

OPEIU Local 153 AFL-CIO, is the collective 

bargaining representative for the lay fac-

ulty in 129 elementary schools and 14 high 

schools in the Archdiocese of New York. 

Recently, teachers at LaSalle Academy 

in Manhattan and John S. Burke Catholic 

High School in Goshen voted the FCT in 

as their bargaining representative. Just 

like teachers in public schools, Catholic 

school teachers need support advocating 

for their wages and benefits, especially 

considering that their salaries are lower 

than public school teachers. 

The Federation of Catholic Teachers was 

founded in 1970, when the Catholic Lay 

Teachers Group, a collective bargaining 

group that had been representing Catholic 

teachers in New York City since 1963, de-

cided to become afiliated with the Nation-

al Federation of Teachers. In 1966, Catholic 

teachers in Philadelphia and Chicago were 

the irst to win collective bargaining agree-

ments and the first to affiliate with NFT, 

which was the only union offering to work 

with Catholic teachers at the time. During 

the 1960s and 1970s, public school teachers 

in New York City and around the country 

actively advocated for themselves through 

teachers unions, for better benefits and 

higher pay. Catholic school teachers ar-

guably had an even greater need for rep-

resentation, as Catholic schools began to 

hire a greater percentage of lay teachers, 

instructors who are not clergy, and who re-

quired a higher wage to live than a priest or 

a nun who had taken a vow of poverty. 

Catholic schools and unions are a natu-

ral it. In his 1891 encyclical, Rerum Novar-

um, Pope Leo XIII expressly supported the 

rights of workers to a living wage and union 

membership to help secure that wage. 

Pope Francis is an outspoken advocate 

for workers’ rights, including the right to 

unionize. Catholicism and the schools that 

teach it are community based. They are 

organized around people coming together 

to share their faith. Unions are people com-

ing together, as well. The Federation of 

Catholic Teachers unites teachers in Catho-

lic schools to stand together in defense of 

the dignity of work and the right of profes-

sionals to earn a decent wage.

Nationwide, about 10 percent of Catho-

lic lay teachers have union representation. 

Teachers in Catholic schools in the Archdi-

ocese of New York are better represented 

than almost anywhere else in the country, 

with 2,667 teachers in the bargaining unit. 

Ultimately, the job of the Federation 

of Catholic Teachers, whose officers are 

all former Catholic school teachers, is to 

support teachers so they can follow their 

calling to educate children and foster the 

Catholic faith. “In a Catholic education stu-

dents are taught by example,” President 

Pignataro says. Students see their teach-

ers giving of themselves in the classroom, 

at sporting events, and many other places. 

“Teachers are a constant example for stu-

dents in their own lives. They provide good 

discipline, and are good role models for 

the future. The hope is that after gradua-

tion students will go out and continue that 

work, whether it’s through volunteering, or 

just by setting their own good example.” 

In honor of Catholic Schools Week, the 

Federation of Catholic Teachers pledges 

to support teachers as they celebrate this 

year’s theme: Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed. 

Teaching, says Pignataro, may be a dificult 

job, but it is also incredibly fulilling. “You 

go home every day and feel that you did 

something positive today, you did some-

thing to help your students,” she says. “It 

gives purpose to life.” To learn more about 

the work the Federation of Catholic Teach-

ers does, visit www.fct153.org. 

From left: Secretary/Treasurer Joanne Perrotta, President Julia Pignataro, Vice President MaryLou Colucci, Organizer Jennifer Farrell
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S
aint Peter ’s Prep is an 

a ll -male , Catholic ,  Je -

suit college preparatory 

school, which seeks to form 

young men of  competence , 

conscience and compassion. 

Both enriched and challenged 

by its diversity, Prep is a com-

munity of learners seeking to 

find God in all things. The aca-

demic, athletic, co-curricular, 

spiritual and service programs 

aim to foster in students an un-

derstanding of the world and 

the courage to advance the 

common good.

Saint Peter’s is located in the 

historic Paulus Hook section of 

Jersey City. Easily reachable 

by several PATH and Light Rail 

stations, Prep draws students 

from over 135 towns in New Jer-

sey, as well as students from 

the ive boroughs of New York. 

Hailing from a variety of public, 

private, catholic, religious, and 

home-school backgrounds, the 

school is a melting pot of many 

different nationalities, religious 

traditions, and cultural experi-

ences. It is a relection of the di-

versity of Jersey City itself.

Campus Ministry is the heart 

of Saint Peter’s, offering a vari-

ety of retreat and service pro-

grams. Co-curricular activities 

are essential in forming the 

complete Prep student and the 

offerings include Vox, an award-

winning chorale, drama, robot-

ics, student government, and 

many other clubs. Prep offers 19 

varsity sports, many with fresh-

man, JV, and varsity levels, in 

addition to a vibrant and excit-

ing intramural program. There is 

truly something for everyone at 

Saint Peter’s Prep.

As a Jesuit school, Saint Pe-

ter's Prep is immersed in the 

450 year-old vision of Saint 

I g n a t i u s  o f  L o y o l a ,  w h o s e 

Sp i r i tua l  E xe rc i se s  a f f i r m 

the ultimate goodness of the 

world as created, loved and re-

deemed by God. From the foun-

dation of the first Jesuit school 

at Messina, Italy, the Society 

of Jesus has focused the goal 

of education on developing the 

whole person.

 The purpose of a Jesuit edu-

cation, in contemporary lan-

guage, is to develop leaders 

who are intellectually compe-

tent, open to growth, religious, 

loving and committed to doing 

justice.

A s  o n e  o f  t h e  m e m b e r-

schools of the Jesuit Schools 

Network (JSN), Saint Peter's 

Prep shares its Ignatian heri-

tage with a diverse family of 

schools that stretches from the 

Atlantic to the Pacific, number-

ing more than 40,000 young 

men and women. Approximate-

ly 99% of all Jesuit high school 

graduates go on to pursue col-

legiate studies in some of the 

best colleges and universities 

in the United States and the 

world. Our affiliation with the 

JSN provides us with precious 

resources for identity forma-

tion, leadership development, 

and faith/justice commitment. 

Growing more f irmly rooted 

in the Jesuit network is a con-

stitutive part of our strategic 

planning and Middle States 

accreditation. Saint Peter’s is 

also a member of the New Jer-

sey Association of Independent 

Schools.

Those interes ted in more  

information about Saint Peter’s 

Prep may visit our website at 

www.spprep.org and consider 

at tending an Open House on 

May 6, 2018 from 1pm-3pm. 

Saint Peter’s Prep

That’s why it’s“Prep didn’t just help me on my path to
excellence – itwasmy path to excellence.”

– Dimas Sanchez, ’16

144 Grand Street | Jersey City, NJ 07302 | T: 201-547-6389 | spprep.org

Saint Peter’s Prep
New Jersey’s Jesuit High School Since 1872

Spring Open House | Sunday,May 6 | 1 to 3 p.m.
spprep.org/admissions
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